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JACOB 
LAWRENCE

Founded the 
Phillips Collection, 
which owns half of 

The Migration Series, 
a landmark 

achievement of 
painter

an 
ASL alum, 

who with her 
husband 

who 
studied at 

the ASL 
with  

a Columbia 
Univesity trained 

lawyer and ASL alum, 
who founded the

American Fine Arts 
Society and constructed 
a building designed by 

noted architect

who also 
designed

The Plaza Hotel,
the setting for 

classic children’s 
book Eloise
 written by 

HILARY 
KNIGHT

CLAYTON 
KNIGHT 

OBE
GEORGE 

BELLOWS

ROZ 
CHAST

DANA 
FRADON

ALBERT 
HUBBELL

and was 
illustrated by 
ASL alumnus

who was 
the

son of

who 
studied at the 
Art Institute 
of Chicago 

with

who 
illustrated for 

the New Yorker 
along with 
cartoonists

an 
ASL student, 

who was one of 
two First Ladies who 
studied at the ASL, 

the other was

an 
editorial 

business manager 
at Condé Nast, 

was the nephew 
of gallery dealer

who
 exhibited the 

work of abstract 
expressionists who 
had studied at the 

ASL, including

an 
instructor of 

anatomy at the ASL 
who became the first 

curator of contemporary 
art at the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art,
whose second 

president

loaned money to 
the ASL to buy shares 

in its fourth and current 
residence the American 

Fine Arts Society building,
whose Vanderbilt Gallery 

was funded by patron
 and collector

who 
studied  

with

who was 
married to 

whose 
student

starring 
actress

an ASL instructor 
and sculptor of the 
Lincoln Memorial as 

a young student 
studied with

author
 of the novel 

Little Women,
 adapted for the 

screen and directed 
in 2019 by

younger 
sister 

of 

an ASL 
instructor 

and sculptor of 
Mount Rushmore 

who mentored 
artist 

who 
studied in 
Paris with

who first 
exhibited his

 drawings in the US 
at the 291 Gallery 

co-founded by 

husband
 and promoter
 of painter and 

ASL alum

who made 
trips to Taos, 

NM, where ASL 
student and 

instructor

cofounded 
the Taos Society 

of Artists,
which became the 

seed of a vibrant art 
colony where

created 
a salon that 

included 
writers

and 
Russian 

artist 

proponent 
of the Superflat 
movement who 

directed the music 
video for “You

 should see me in 
a crown” by

who
 helped found

Tokyo School of 
Fine Art, alma 

mater of 

an 
ASL instructor 
introduced to 

ukiyo-e by scholar 
and curator of Asian 

art at the 
MFA Boston

created an  
85-foot, half-ton 

monumental mobile 
for the National 

Gallery of Art's East 
Building that was

 fabricated by
whose high 

school classmate, 
ASL student and 
great friend was 

singer

grandson 
of painter

was 
the subject 
of a portrait 

by ASL
 instructor

one of 
the artists 

photographed 
by

granted 
editorial carte 
blanche for its 

September issue 
in 2018 to 
performer

who 
selected the first 
African-American 

photographer 
to shoot its 

cover

an ASL
instructor 
whose son 

PETER 
STUYVESANT

OVER THE PAST 145 YEARS, THE ART STUDENTS LEAGUE 
OF NEW YORK DEVELOPED INTO MORE THAN A SCHOOL–

IT BECAME A CULTURAL PHENOMENON.
 
The Art Students League is a distinctive artistic community, whose effects and 
connections ripple much further than its home in Midtown Manhattan. A center 
for anyone on an artistic journey, ASL inspires creative paths that mix, mingle, 
and manifest in new and unexpected ways. In that spirit, we present to you this 
Cultural Nexus, a dynamic and playful visualization of the ASL‘s influence over 
decades, across creative disciplines, and throughout artistic "isms." Follow a thread 
to unveil connections to creative compatriots in the worlds of architecture, film, 
literature, and music. 
 
With roots deep and vast, this iteration of the Cultural Nexus represents only a sliver 
of the ASL‘s wide and kaleidoscopic community. Even now as you read this, these 
threads continue to grow and intertwine. Who knows what they will weave next?
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an 
ASL instructor 

who attended the 
High School of Music 
& Art (now La Guardia 

High School) where 
fellow instructors

studied 
along
 with

LARRY 
RIVERS

TOM 
OTTERNESS

THEODOROS 
STAMOS

MARK 
ROTHKO

who exhibited 
at Marlborough

 Gallery, which also 
represents public 

sculptor and 
ASL alum

who 
studied  

with an 
abstract 

expressionist 
painter, who was one 
of the Irascibles and 

served as an executor 
of the estate of ASL 

alum 

famed 
graphic 

designer who 
created iconic 
poster in 1966 

of

ALLEN 
GINSBERG

ROBERT 
BLACKBURN

PATTI 
SMITH

JOHN & 
DOMINIQUE

DE MENIL

folk singer 
who lived in 
the Chelsea 
Hotel also 
home to

whose 
fourteen 

site-specific paintings  
are the centerpiece of 
the Rothko Chapel in 
Houston, TX, founded 

by collectors

who 
was also an 
ancestor of 
the singer-
songwriter

descendant 
of the last 

governor of Dutch 
colonial 

New York

CHARLTON 
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FRANK
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WRIGHT
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SOLOMON 
R. 
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CEDRIC 
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BILLY 
GIBBONS

IRVING 
STONE

ANTHONY
 QUINN

worked as an 
ASL artist’s model 

and starred in the film
Agony and the Ecstasy, 
a Michelangelo biopic, 
based on a novel by

a founding 
member of the 

American Academy 
of Motion Pictures, who 
had a career with MGM 

Studios where his 
second cousin

worked as 
an orchestra 

conductor whose 
son, the guitarist and 
lead vocalist of the 

band ZZTop is

who 
also wrote a 

biographical novel 
of Vincent van Gogh, 
entitled, Lust for Life, 
which was adapted 

into a movie 
starring

the 
architect of 

the Guggenheim 
Museum in NYC, 

which was 
founded by 

uncle of 

who 
studied at 

Taliesin West 
with

who played 
painter Paul 

Gauguin, for which he 
received the 1957 best 

supporting actor Oscar, 
the statuette of which 
was designed by ASL 

student

JACKSON 
POLLOCK

whose Art 
of This Century 

Gallery on West 57th 
Street,  which 

exhibited for the first 
time in a solo show 

former ASL 
student
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an ASL 
instructor, who 
taught at Black 

Mountain College, 
where he met 

future wife

an 
anatomy instructor 
who was one of the 

Monuments Men 
and a student of 

renowned anatomy 
instructor

creator of 
Prometheus
 sculpture at 

Rockefeller Center 
who spent time at the

Cornish Art Colony 
founded by ASL 

instructor

who was 
studying 

there with

who also 
mentored 

a student 
and professor of 

the Bauhaus, who 
left to join the art 

department of Yale 
University where

the 
only artist to 
have painted 

seven sitting US 
presidents
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KEY

YASUO 
KUNIYOSHI

MARISOL

one of 
whose 

students 
was

Choose a thread and 
read from the center out.

who also 
taught at the 

ASL Woodstock 
School in 

addition to

who 
studied at 
Columbia 
Teachers 
College

with

whose portraits 
were the subject of 

a 1959 MoMA exhibit, 
The Artist in His Studio, 

and who went on to 
become art director 

at Vogue, whose 
current editor

THE ART STUDENTS LEAGUE 
OF NEW YORK

 


